
COVID-19 is impacting all of our everyday lives. Whilst the government have 
advised that we are now ‘free to move home’, the process of this will inevitably  
be different to what you may have experienced previously. 

How might COVID-19 affect 
your property move?

Government Considerations 
- As the government increases testing and with the 
 introduction of NHS test and trace, an increased 
 number of people without any symptoms may have 
 to self-isolate. This could mean that you or your 
 buyer/seller are unable to complete your matter or that 
 completion of your transaction is delayed.  

- The UK or Welsh government may impose new 
 restrictions and regulations, or reintroduce previous 
 measures at any time. This could delay completion or 
 prevent completion from taking place entirely.

Contractual Considerations
- Once contracts have been exchanged, you will have 
 entered into a binding legal contract. If you fail to 
 complete your purchase or sale for any reason 
 including COVID-19 related issues, you may incur 
 serious financial penalties.  At Tinsdills we are taking 
 all possible steps to ensure that the risk to you  
 is minimal.

- Following exchange of contracts, if you or your  
 buyer/seller are hospitalised as a result of COVID-19, 
 the contract will remain binding and all parties will still 
 be required to complete the transaction.

At Tinsdills, we remain able to offer all client services in relation to your property transaction. There are 
however, certain COVID-19 specific points for you to consider and bear in mind throughout your matter:-
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Personal Considerations 
- COVID-19 has caused ‘new rules’ to be published in 
 relation to all aspects of a property transaction. The 
 PAN Industry Consumer Guidance is a helpful guide to 
 assist you throughout your matter and is likely to 
 answer many questions you may have.  

- Flexibility and patience are key as your sale or 
 purchase progresses. As government guidance and 
 lockdown restrictions change, your matter may need 
 to be put on hold at short notice. Whilst attempts are 
 of course made to make provision for COVID-19 
 related issues within contractual documents, it is 
 unfortunately not possible to provide for all situations. 

- If you are purchasing a property financed by a 
 mortgage, we would encourage you to check the 
 status of your mortgage offer. For example, lenders 
 may wish to review your financial position in certain 
 circumstances, such as if you are furloughed by  
 your employer.  

- Be alert to the fact that you could be moving into a 
 property where one of the occupants has had 
 COVID-19 or may be suffering from COVID-19 
 symptoms. You may wish to arrange for a deep clean 
 of the property after you have completed to minimise 
 your risk.

If you have any further questions in relation 
to how COVID-19 may affect your property 
transaction, please do not hesitate to contact 
us and a member of our property team will be 
happy to assist you. 

On behalf of all of us at Tinsdills Solicitors, we  
hope that you and your family stay safe and well.

We encourage you to read  
this Guidance and a copy is  
available at tinsdills.co.uk 
or by scanning here 
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